
 

April 16, 2020 
 
Dear Seniors of 2020, 
 

I first want to let you know that all of you have been in my thoughts and the thoughts of so 
many others in our school and community.  This is not the senior year we all imagined in August.  You 
all have faced challenges throughout the years, and you will overcome this one, as well.   The fact that 
we will not be able to finish out your senior year in regular school is surely disappointing, but we are 
going to do as much as possible to make these final days as a Petal High School student as memorable 
and special as possible under the circumstances.  We do not have a crystal ball to be able to clearly see 
what the world will look like in May or the summer, but we are making plans to recognize you as much 
as possible during the coming weeks.  
 We will continue to post all of our seniors daily on our Petal High Facebook page in the 
Senior Spotlight.  It has been wonderful to see all of the comments from former and current teachers 
and family members who have enjoyed seeing you grow and mature over the years.  We understand that 
it may be challenging to gather together in large groups for some time because of the Coronavirus, so 
we are taking steps to have a virtual Senior Scholarship recognition.  The counselors recently posted a 
questionnaire on Google Classroom that asked for several pieces of your information: Scholarship 
offers, extracurricular activities, a quote about what PHS means to you, etc.  Please fill this out, and we 
will be creating a page on several social media sites and our website to recognize you and your 
accomplishments.  We will post those throughout the next few weeks and then post all of them on our 
website to recognize you as you would have been for Scholarship night.  

We plan to have our cap and gown pickup on Friday, April 24, from 9-11 in front of the High 
School.  We have purchased yard signs with your senior portraits as a keepsake and another way to 
recognize your accomplishments and will give them to you at the cap and gown pickup.  

We are currently working on plans for some type of graduation on May 18th and have some 
exciting plans for how this will look.  There will be an opportunity for every student to be heard and 
seen in an unprecedented way.  We understand that it will not replace the traditional graduation that we 
all want, but we feel like it will be unique and special. This will obviously depend on what happens 
with “Shelter-in-Place” orders, and things could change, but we want you to know that we are 
committed to honoring and recognizing this fantastic senior class.  

At this time we are refunding money for those students who paid for prom.  We have not 
completely cancelled prom and are open to potentially having it in the summer if conditions improve 
with the coronavirus to the point where large numbers of people can congregate again.  We understand 
that this is a special event in the lives of Petal students, and we would like to do everything possible to 
make this event happen for you.  

Each of you has been on our minds, and we are committed to providing the best senior 
experience that we can have under the circumstances.  It has been my pleasure to be your principal for 
the last couple of years, and I am so proud of each of you. I cannot wait to see the future that lies before 
each one of you.  Please do not hesitate to reach out to me if you have any questions or concerns.  We 
are here for you and we will continue to live out your senior year theme of being “BetterTogether.”  
 
 
 
Rob Knight 
Principal 
Petal High School 
 
 

 


